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Eggbuckland and Moorview Area Committee 

 
Tuesday 23 March 2010 

 
PRESENT: 
 
Councillor M Foster, in the Chair. 
Councillor Delbridge, Vice Chair. 
Councillors Bowyer, Mrs Bowyer, Brookshaw and Dann. 
 
Apologies for absence: Mr R W Goodson and Mr G Shepherdson Co-opted Representatives. 
 
The meeting started at 6.00 pm and finished at 7.45 pm. 
 
Note: At a future meeting, the committee will consider the accuracy of these draft minutes, so they may be subject to change.  Please 
check the minutes of that meeting to confirm whether these minutes have been amended. 
 

30. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   
 
There were no declarations of interest made by Members in accordance with the code of conduct. 
 

31. MINUTES   
 
Resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 17 November 2009 are confirmed as a correct 
record. 
 

32. CHAIR'S URGENT BUSINESS   
 
There were no items of Chair’s urgent business. 
 

33. POLICING ISSUES   
 
There were no police representatives present at this meeting. 
 

34. LOCALITY WORKING: NEXT STEPS   
 
The Assistant Director for Finance, Assets and Efficiencies and Community Planning and Partnership 
Co-ordinator were in attendance to update the Committee on the progress with locality working, 
following its approval by the City Council on 1 February 2010. Members were advised that – 
 

(i) the purpose of locality working was to improve public engagement and 
improve the way in which service providers worked together, particularly in 
respect of jointly commissioned services;  
  

(ii) six Locality Service Co-ordination Teams were being set up across the City 
comprising practitioners from the following key services – 
 

 ● Community Safety 
 ● Children and Young People 
 ● Health and Adult Social Care 
 ● Street Services 

 
(iii) in the interim period, Partners and Communities Together (PACT) meetings 

would be used as the principle forum in which residents would be able to 
make their views known about service provision.  
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Information would also be shared via the Council’s website, schools and 
libraries and, in regard to health and adult social care matters, opportunities 
were being explored to publicise material in pharmacies. 

 
In response to questions raised by Members and members of the public, the following responses were 
provided – 
 

(a) Area Committees were not well attended across the City and locality 
working was being introduced to try and encourage more public 
participation in local issues.  If locality working proved to be less successful 
the situation would be reviewed after 12 months;  
  

(b) a benefit of locality working was that services would be sharing resources;  
  

(c) 
  

residents would still be able to contact their ward councillors with any 
concerns; 
  

(d) 
  

ward members would agree amongst themselves which of them would 
attend each PACT meeting; 
 

(e) the PACT meetings would involve cross agency working including ward 
members, police representatives and health providers; this forum would 
provide an effective way in which to raise issues; 
 

(g) the provision of the Local Environment Fund would continue in its existing 
format with Councillors being allocated a sum of £1754. 

  
The officers were thanked for their attendance. 
 

35. DREAM SCHEME   
 
Agnes Cioffi, Community Initiatives Development Worker from PETRA (Plymouth Federation of 
Tenants and Residents Associations) gave a presentation on the dream scheme. 
 
The Committee heard that – 
 

(i) a dream scheme was a community youth development scheme which was 
based on a simple concept of work, points and trips which enabled young 
people to carry out community based work projects for which they earned 
points that could be exchanged for trips and activities of their choice; 
 

(ii) one of the key benefits of such a scheme was the reduction in anti social 
behaviour and the knock on effects such as policing, improved living 
environments, raised expectations of the young people and improved 
communications and relationships between residents; 
  

(iii) 
  

youth related issues were of prime importance to residents of all ages and 
the scheme’s approach to involve the whole community could address 
problems; 
 

(iv) 
  

the scheme provided a sense of belonging and enabled young people to 
serve their community; 
 

(v) the dream scheme had been developed in Stonehouse and had engaged 
the Youth Services, Plymouth Community Homes, police, local residents 
and the residents association; 
 

(vi) the scheme looked at specific issues relating to Flora Court such as the lack 
of space to play, parking and the lack of colour in the community; 
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(vii)  currently Plymouth Community Homes were investigating the feasibility of 

providing parking permits for residents which would create more space to 
provide a designated play area; 
 

(viii) the Plymouth Arts Centre had designed a mural which made a statement 
about the community; 
 

(ix) the Lord Mayor had attended a community event to celebrate the 
achievements of the scheme. 

 
The following responses were provided to questions raised by Members and members of the public – 
 

(a) the dream scheme for Eggbuckland was progressing well with training 
sessions being arranged; 
 
 

(b) members of the public were encouraged to volunteer for the scheme; 
 
The officer was thanked for her attendance. 
 

36. YOUTH ISSUES   
 
Cathy Tasker from the Youth Services provided an update on youth issues within the two Wards. 
 
The Committee was informed of the main initiates being undertaken, which included – 
 

(i) where anti social behaviour problems had been identified the service 
worked with the tenants, residents and Councillors to address these issues; 
  

(ii) 
 

the service had undertaken the following work – 
 
● impact days on drug and alcohol; 

  
● sexual health and infections; 

 
● providing work experience opportunities; 

  
(iii) 
  

a total number of 14 play parks would be upgraded over the next 12 month 
period. 

  
The officers was thanked for her attendance. 
 

37. STEPPING STONES TO NATURE - UPDATE   
 
The Stepping Stones to Nature Project Co-ordinator provided a briefing on the Stepping Stones to 
Nature project. 
 
The Committee heard that – 
 

(i) this was a £1.06 million partnership project which sought to deliver 
improved opportunities to access green space in and around the city, over 
a 4 year period; the project was being funded by the Big Lottery Changing 
Spaces programme;  
  

(ii) 
  

the project had a unique vision to deliver the ‘Outdoors for All’ agenda; it 
sought a future where local urban green spaces were promoted as the first 
step on the journey to experiencing the wide ranging benefits of accessing 
nature; 
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(iii) the Stepping Stones to Nature’s vision had three components – 

 
● local urban green spaces; encourage local communities to contribute 

to improvements and to develop and participate in activities within 
these spaces; 
  

● encourage explorations and build confidence in accessing natural 
areas within the city but outside of the ‘comfort zone’, eg local nature 
reserves; 
  

● opportunities to experience, encourage exploration and build 
confidence in visiting one of the many unique natural environments 
that surround the city, eg Dartmoor National Park and the Tamar 
Estuaries; 
  

(iv) 
  

the Forder Valley Nature Reserve was an important green expanse within 
the local community which held significant value for wildlife, landscape and 
use; funding was available to encourage more people to enjoy and play in 
the reserve; 
 

(v) work was being undertaken with residents, Leigham Primary School and 
Youth Services to install natural play features and improve access, paths 
and signage; weather permitting it was anticipated that the play area would 
be complete by the end of March and access improvements by the end of 
April; 
 

(vi) work would be undertaken to investigate the feasibility of providing wild 
play areas which interacted with the environment and the provision of 
facilities and an area for older people; 
 

(vii) work would be undertaken over the forthcoming weekend to install den 
frames, picnic tables and a log bridge; 
 

(viii) training sessions were being held in the delivery of water surveys which 
was a national initiative; as part of this initiative the pond at Forder Valley 
would be looked at; 
 

(ix) a community event was held to clean up the edge of the reserve and within 
one hour a skip had been filled; 
 

(x) a core group of people had expressed an interest in establishing a ‘friends 
group’ to ensure the site was maintained; 
 

(xi) the Stepping Stones to Nature project was working with Plymouth 
Transport and Highways in partnership with the Sustainable Transport 
team to encourage more people to walk and cycle; 
 
a review of the comments received from the consultation previously 
undertaken with residents, Leigham Primary School and ward members 
regarding the cycleway/footway has resulted in the proposed route being 
amended; 
 
a further consultation event has been planned for Wednesday 31 March 
2010, 4pm to 7pm at Leigham Primary School; this would provide the 
opportunity for residents and parents to view the new plans and to discuss 
the proposals. 
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The officer was thanked for her attendance. 
 

38. PROVISION OF CAR PARKING SPACES AT CHURCHSTOW  WALK   
 
The Contract and Disrepair Manager submitted a report on the provision of car parking spaces at 
Churchstow Walk, which highlighted the following – 
 

(i) the proposal to provide additional car parking spaces on the open space at 
the rear and between the two terraces of addresses 36 – 60 Churchstow 
Walk had been investigated;  
  

(ii) residents were individually contacted to advise them that the proposed 
scheme had been approved; following this approval a signed petition from 
residents had been received opposing the scheme; 
  

(iii) 
  

the consultation exercise resulted in the overwhelming rejection of the 
scheme by residents and would therefore not be progressed. 

 
An assurance was given by the Chair that due to the residents’ overwhelming rejection of the 
proposed scheme that it would not be progressed. 
 

39. LOCAL ENVIRONMENT FUND   
 
The Committee received a breakdown of the Local Environment Fund 2009/10. 
 
The Chair advised that further clarification would be sought relating to the remaining funds available, 
as the breakdown provided was unclear. 
 

40. QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC   
 
In response to questions raised by members of the public, the following responses were provided – 
 

(i) work had been undertaken to increase the car parking area at the Fort 
Austin Depot to prevent cars from parking on the road and blocking access 
to residents’ properties; the car park would be locked at 6pm to prevent anti 
social behaviour; 
  

(ii) currently Plymouth Community Homes leased Fort Austin depot; there was 
an option in the lease to terminate it after three years; if the lease was 
terminated then it would be difficult to redevelop the site due to its listed 
building status and should it remain empty it could attract anti social 
behaviour; 
  

(iii) 
  

the site of Chaucer School was located within the Honicknowle Ward and 
not Eggbuckland; due to the economic downturn there had been no interest 
in developing the site; the Council may seek, as part of a planning 
application, the provision of a  community facility; 
 
Councillor Bowyer undertook to liaise with the Honicknowle Ward 
Councillors regarding the siting of a temporary mobile unit on this site for 
community use; 
 

(iv) 
  

pupils of St Edward’s Church Primary School and the police had been 
involved in a speed trap exercise along Fort Austin Avenue; nine cars had 
been stopped in one hour; those drivers stopped were asked a series of 
questions put to them by the pupils; this exercise had attracted publicity 
from the Evening Herald and Pirate FM; 
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(v) a camera car would be deployed in Fort Austin Avenue, in order to capture 

incidents of irresponsible parking around St Edward’s Church Primary 
School; motorists found to be parking irresponsibly would receive a fine. 

 
41. EXEMPT BUSINESS   

 
There were no items of exempt business. 
 
 
 
 
 


	Minutes

